
HOW IT STARTED
1 District

16 Schools/Teams
Falcons-Funded

HOW ITS GOING

FLAG FOOTBALL
Multiple Districts

248 Schools/Teams
Self-Funded



Flag Football

Varsity Girls
Flag Football

(Gwinnett County 
Schools, 2018)

WHERE
IT

STARTED



WHY IT STARTED
The decision to 
assist the Atlanta
Falcons with the launch 
of Flag Football 
in Georgia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
”ME” When asked to join the endeavor of launching Flag football, I was intrigued. I grew up in a small South Georgia town where farming was prime, and athletics was my life. As a 4-sport athlete in high school, I was always very active. I grew up playing tackle in my front yard with the boys that lived on the neighboring properties. Sundays were for Church and watching football with my dad. I would have loved to have had the opportunity to play the sport for my school. So, when the Falcons came calling with this idea, I thought it was brilliant! 



VISION
● Learn the game of football
● Develop teamwork
● Build skill and athleticism
● Create opportunities for students who may 

not have been a part of other traditional 
high school sports

● Promote engagement & sense of 
camaraderie

● Champion female participation in male 
dominate sports and fields

● Increase involvement of fathers/ bothers in 
their daughters’/sisters’ athletic pursuits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“WE”



https://vimeo.com/310167177

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Year 1 – Falcons paid 100% (equipment, uniforms, referees, etc.)Year 2 – 50%Year 3 - schools and districts assumed full fiscal responsibilityAnnual costs = coaching supplements, officials, equipment replacements (flags, cones, mouthguards, uniform upgrades as needed)

https://vimeo.com/297765469


● Organization of the league
○ Point person
○ Schedules 
○ Officials 
○ Fields
○ Transportation

● Budget
○ Local School or District
○ Uniforms
○ Equipment
○ Officials
○ Gate workers & Game Managers
○ Security

CONSIDERATIONS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“VISION CAST” “Getting Started”



● Local and District Challenges:
● Funding
● Timing (Conflicts with other 

sports)
● Spacing
● Coaches
● Officials
● Equipment
● Practice flags, gameday flags
● Footballs
● Mouthguards

● Uniforms
○ Light, dark 

● Transportation 
○ Who provides?

● Athletic Trainers

PLANNING

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Equipment is minimal after initial start-up. Flag belts last several seasons if cared for properly. Cones will also be reused for several seasons. 



PLANNING
● Rules (if not a sanctioned state sport)

○ Official NIRSA Flag Football Rules
○ Rules from other sanctioned states

● Field Structure
○ The field is 40yards wide and 80 yards 

long. End Zones are 10 yards deep.
● Officials

○ Utilized Tackle Football officials
● Training

○ Officials
○ Coaches Clinics



● County or District Level Continued Funding
○ Transportation Costs
○ Security
○ Coaching Supplements

● Timing of Season 
○ Georgia chose late Fall, and it is a 15-week 

season
● Garnering interest and sharing athletes
● Buy-in from community essential
● Media Coverage, score reporting, & 

Promotional Videos
● Youth clinics and camps to spread interest
● Flexibility; share athletes

SUSTAINABILITY



SCHEDULING
● Host Sites

○ Three teams per site
○ Two games per team each night

● 15-week season Sept.-Dec.
○ Tryouts Sept.
○ State Championship coincides with 

tackle championship



WHERE WE ARE
● We began the journey with 16 schools in Georgia
● W e  h ave  e xpan de d  th ose  16  te am s to  248  in  ou r  gr e at  s ta te
● Sin ce  20 18 , th e  Atlan ta  Falcon s con tin u e  to  su ppor t  ou r  Ge or gia  

sch ools  in  n e e d , wh ile  a lso lau n ch in g th e  spor t  in  Alabam a an d  
M on tan a

● Cou n tle ss  you n g gir ls  h ave  be e n  e m powe r e d  by th e  oppor tu n it ie s  th is  
spor t  pr ovide s

● Sch olar sh ips ar e  n ow 
availab le  for  gir ls  
to  con tin u e  th e ir  
Edu cation  an d  p lay 
Flag Football a t  th e  
colle gia te  le ve l

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“YOU”

https://www.atlantafalcons.com/video/together-we-rise-girls-flag-football-championship-summit


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share stories from Montana and how it has touched lives. 
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