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AGENDA
» What is the NCAA?
» NCAA Eligibility Center.

» NCAA Registration.
» Certification Outcomes.
o Division I.

o Division II.
» High School Portal Updates.
» Resources.



WHAT IS THE NCAA?



NCAA THREE DIVISIONS
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NCAA SPORTS

*Women’s wrestling newest championship for 2025-26.

*Flag football will be voted on in January 2026 at NCAA convention 
to formally become the next emerging sport.

Note: Student-athletes competing in emerging sports must register 
with the Eligibility Center and meet the same standards as all other 
students.
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https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4206/What-is-an-emerging-sport?query=emerging%20sport


NCAA SCHOOLS
» Encourage your students to use this interactive map 

to locate NCAA schools they’re interested in attending.
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https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap
https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap


NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER
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NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER
» Who are we? A unit within the NCAA.
» What do we provide? Certification of 

college-bound student-athletes for collegiate 
competition.

» What do we review?
o Student transcripts.
o Student athletics participation.

» Why do we review? To create fair 
and equitable competition across NCAA 
schools and divisions.
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COLLEGE ADMISSION
» Apply and be accepted to the NCAA school 

before they can compete.
o NCAA certification does NOT include 

acceptance to the NCAA school.

» Ask college admission about:
o Cost of attendance.

> Financial aid and scholarships.

> FAFSA.

o Standardized test scores. 
> May be required for college

admission or scholarships.

> NOT required for NCAA certification.

o For more questions to ask, visit 
on.ncaa.com/choosingcollege.

https://studentaid.gov/
https://on.ncaa.com/ChoosingCollege


NCAA REGISTRATION
Best Practice: Register Before Freshman Year
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NCAA REGISTRATION
Three Account Types

Athletics Certification 
Account

Academic
and Athletics 

Certification Account

Profile Page Account

1 2 3

*Updated Account Names effective September 1, 2025.
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ACADEMIC AND ATHLETICS 
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT
Account Type #1

Required to compete at a Division I or II school:
» Go on Division I official visits.
» Sign for athletics aid.
» Receive an athletics scholarship.

Registration fee:
» Domestic students: $110.
» International students: $170.
» Check to see if they meet fee waiver criteria.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2224/What-is-an-official-visit
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeFeeWaiver


Recommended for all international student-athletes
planning to compete at a Division III school.

Registration fee:
» $75.
» Check to see if they meet fee waiver criteria.

Student-athletes transferring from a
two-year school to an NCAA Division I or II school 
who did not require an Eligibility Center academic 
certification.
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ATHLETICS CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT

Account Type #2

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeFeeWaiver
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PROFILE PAGE ACCOUNT
Account Type #3

The right place to start for most students!
» Not sure in which division they plan to compete.
» U.S. students planning to compete 

at a Division III school.
» Registering in an NCAA-certified 

nonscholastic basketball event.

No registration fee.

If they’re being actively recruited by an NCAA Division I 
or II school, help them transition their Profile Page 
account to a certification account.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international
https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&division=III
https://on.ncaa.com/PPAcct
https://on.ncaa.com/Recruited
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeTransition
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeAccountTypes


CERTIFICATION
OUTCOMES
Divisions I and II



19

CERTIFICATION OUTCOMES

1. Early Academic Qualifier.
2. Qualifier.

3. Academic Redshirt.
4. Nonqualifier.

Division I

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2222/What-is-an-academic-redshirt?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3896/What-is-a-nonqualifier?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
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EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Division I

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

Earn a minimum 3.0 
core-course GPA.

Note: Based on the student’s pre-seventh semester 
academic record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
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QUALIFIER
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

Earn a minimum 2.3 
core-course GPA.

Complete 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in eight semesters 
from their initial 
start of ninth grade.

Meet the 10/7 requirement before 
the start of their seventh semester.
» Not required for students with solely international 

academic credentials.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
https://on.ncaa.com/10/7Requirement
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student


DIVISION I: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown

1 Year 2 Years 4 Years

4 Years 3 Years 2 Years
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» First Year 
Athletics Aid.

» First Term 
Practice.

» Compete.
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ACADEMIC REDSHIRT
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

Earn a minimum 2.0
core-course GPA.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated


» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.
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NONQUALIFIER
Division I

Not eligible to receive athletics aid, 
practice or compete during their first year 
of full-time enrollment.

Encourage your students to check with 
the compliance office at the NCAA school 
they may attend to discuss their options.
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CERTIFICATION OUTCOMES

1. Early Academic Qualifier.
2. Qualifier.

3. Partial Qualifier.

Division II

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=Early%20Academic%20Qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Other_Resources/DII_NQ_Change_FAQ_P.pdf
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EARLY
ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

Division II

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

Earn a minimum 2.5 
core-course GPA.

Note: Based on the student’s pre-seventh semester 
academic record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
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QUALIFIER
Division II

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

Earn a minimum 2.2
core-course GPA.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
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PARTIAL QUALIFIER
Division II

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

May receive athletics aid and practice but 
may NOT compete during their first year 
of 
full-time enrollment.

Encourage your students to check with 
the compliance office at the NCAA school 
they may attend to discuss their options.
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DIVISION III
» While Division III schools set their own 

academic standards on campus, the 
Eligibility Center certifies the amateurism 
status of Division III international student-
athletes.
o All other Division III student-athletes are 

certified on campus.

» International student-athletes 
enrolling at a Division III school must register 
with an Athletics Certification account
and receive their final amateurism 
certification before they can compete.

» Effective Fall 2026, domestic student-
athletes enrolling at a Division III school will 
need to register with a Profile Page account.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student


Division II
Academic Standards

INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY FLYERS
Scan the QR Codes Below
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Division I
Academic Standards

Division III Amateurism



RECRUITING
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RECRUITING CALENDARS
Recruiting calendars promote student well-being and ensure 
fairness among schools by defining certain periods during the year 
in which recruiting may or may not occur in a particular sport.

https://on.ncaa.com/RecruitCal
https://on.ncaa.com/RecruitCal


RECRUITING CALENDARS
Scan the QR Code Below
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Visit on.ncaa.com/recruitcal

https://on.ncaa.com/RecruitCal


HIGH SCHOOL PORTAL UPDATES
Enhanced Visibility



HIGH SCHOOL PORTAL
For Primary and Secondary Contacts



ACCOUNT ACCESS FOR NEW CONTACTS

» If the current primary and secondary contacts are 
no longer employed at your school, complete the 
High School Contact Change Form. 

Note: Your school’s primary and secondary contacts should 
have access to curriculum and student records and the 
bandwidth to have ongoing engagement with the Eligibility 
Center.

» Manage your school’s core-course list, submit fee waivers, 
review open tasks and view student reports in the High 
School Portal.
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http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/HS/HS_PIN_RequestForm.pdf
https://on.ncaa.com/HSPortal
https://on.ncaa.com/HSPortal


MULTIFACTOR AUTHENTICATION (MFA)
FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

» The NCAA Eligibility Center has implemented multifactor 
authentication (MFA)

» To view transcripts and student account information. MFA 
will be required once in a 24-hour period. This level of 
access is available only to individuals listed as the primary 
or secondary contact in the high school account. 
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1. View student tasks
2. View academic evaluation (including deficiencies)

3. View the type of account the student-athlete has
4. Confirm when transcript received

*And see if other high school transcripts are missing

Other Enhancements:
1. Upload transcripts for previous schools attended 

(designate the school in the upload process-NEW)!
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ENHANCED VIEW FOR 
PRIMARY/SECONDARY CONTACTS



HS PORTAL VISIBILITY
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1. Awareness by counselors of which students are student-athletes and 
preparing them to be academically eligible for NCAA/NAIA etc.

2. Keep district and school NCAA contacts up to date.

3. Keep District/School information and core courses updates.

4. USE the NCAA’s FREE training! We are here  to help!
a. Utilize professional development days if possible.

b. Incorporate NCAA registration into your athlete orientation process 
freshman year / 8th grade!

   (Free Profile Page)
41

DISTRICT/SCHOOL BEST PRACTICES
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ATHLETICS AID
(NEW SIGNING MODEL)

» By signing for athletics aid, a student agrees 
to attend that Division I 
or II school.

» Athletics aid is:

o Voluntary and ends the 
recruiting process.

o Provided for a minimum of 
one academic year.
> Student must be admitted 

to the NCAA school.

> Student must be eligible for
financial aid under NCAA rules.
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NAME, IMAGE
AND LIKENESS

» NCAA student-athletes 
can benefit from their NIL.

» Resources:

o Visit on.ncaa.com/nil.
o Contact your state’s 

high school athletic association 
for current legislation.

o Contact your future NCAA 
school’s compliance office.

» Learn more about initial eligibility and NIL 
disclosure requirements. *

https://on.ncaa.com/NIL
https://www.nfhs.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fon.ncaa.com%2FFuture__%3B!!KZXpRQ!WcvfQDtV9OWsviBi_mCtTrPxQQqvXFW7lm2oOaVVVVieHkW2e6zyDY82lFQUHnAQ0cYgB5RaX4w0rlvgmvz4%24&data=05%7C02%7Cethompson%40ncaa.org%7C4b839af5ba3a4950461608de27850faf%7C85a1e95666374b1db6eec72a59ee087f%7C0%7C0%7C638991649651825093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g0gcNLrlFJSBg%2F0WTfMGqE2T5vaU02JfM0qUvzW7HkI%3D&reserved=0
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/ncaa/NIL/2025_CSC_WhatYouNeedtoKnowAboutNILDealsBeforePlayingCollegeSports.pdf
https://ncaaorg.s3.amazonaws.com/ncaa/NIL/2025_CSC_WhatYouNeedtoKnowAboutNILDealsBeforePlayingCollegeSports.pdf


RESOURCES



CHECK OUT OUR NCAA 
COURSE

For counselors

45

Scan QR Code

For HS Counselor 

Course



PRESENTATION 
REQUESTS

For your district or high school
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Scan QR Code



DIVISION I CORE 
GUARANTEES

Who is covered by the core guarantees?
-Student-athletes at Division I schools, plus student-
athletes at a Division II or III school participating in a 
Division I sport.

-Requires schools to provide student-athletes academic 
services and career counseling.

Schools also must provide life skills training and education 
in at least nine specified areas:
o Mental health.

o Diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging.*

o Sexual violence prevention.

o Transfer requirements.

o Strength and conditioning.

o Nutrition.

o Financial literacy.

o Career preparation.

o Name, image and likeness opportunities.

Scan QR Code
For More

Information



RESOURCES
» Registration Checklist.
» Guide for the College-Bound 

Student-Athlete.

» Initial-Eligibility Flyer.
» Homeschooled Students.
» Education-Impacting Disabilities.

Connect with the Eligibility 
Center

Thank You!

https://on.ncaa.com/CBSA
https://on.ncaa.com/CBSA
https://on.ncaa.com/IE_Flyer
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/home-school-students
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/education-impacting-disabilities
https://on.ncaa.com/RegChecklist
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